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modern miracle drugs supports our pro-
posal. Every major group that rep-
resents persons with disabilities in our
country—individuals who are chal-
lenged mentally and physically every
single day—supports our proposal. And
still, because of the manipulation of
the Senate rules, we are denied a full
debate and discussion and ultimate res-
olution as to what this body would say
to families of this country on such a
matter. It is wrong, and we are going
to continue to press our case.

I yield the floor.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, will the
Senator yield?

Mr. KENNEDY. I am glad to yield.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, the distin-
guished Senator from Massachusetts
can always be counted upon to stand up
for the things in which he believes. He
is constantly supporting legislation
that is calculated and dedicated to
bring better health care to the Amer-
ican people. I support his Patients’ Bill
of Rights. ‘“‘Constancy, thou art the
jewel.” He is always constant in this
efforts.

I have been hearing some ads on the
radio, and these ads are talking about
the ‘“Kennedy Bill of Rights.” I don’t
recall their ever telling us what is
wrong with it. They may have been
doing it; I have missed that. But I con-
tinually see these ads on the television:
“Write your Congressman, write your
Senator, write your representative, and
urge them to defeat the Kennedy Bill
of Rights, the health care bill of
rights.”

Tell me, has the Senator seen those
ads, and what are we talking about?

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, it is
very interesting. I have seen those ads,
but I believe they are going to be
pulled very soon because what has hap-
pened, according to the most recent
study by Bob Blendon at Harvard and
the Kaiser Family Foundation, is that
support for our bill has gone up, quite
in conflict with the intentions of those
who sponsored the ads that have been
critical of the Patients’ Bill of Rights.
And so now the insurance companies
and corporations that oppose the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights are reviewing
their television strategy because their
campaign has had the reverse effect.
They are sort of going back to the
drawing board.

But quite clearly, as the Senator im-
plies, their ads certainly were not a
fair representation of the legislation
that we have introduced. As I men-
tioned, virtually every one of these
proposals in our bill has either been
suggested by the President’s commis-
sion—which was bipartisan and re-
ported its recommendations unani-
mously—as important for all patients,
or included in Medicare at the present
time and used in protecting our sen-
iors, or have been embraced by the
state insurance commissioners—which
are the 50 commissioners around this
country, Republicans and Democrats—
or adopted voluntarily by the HMOs
themselves through their trade asso-
ciation.
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This legislation reflects the best
judgment of those groups that know
this issue best. That is why we have a
sense of confidence in this legislation.
It has the strong support of those pro-
fessionals who treat families and un-
derstand the kinds of protections that
are necessary to give the best of health
care to American families.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I thank
the Senator for enlightening this Sen-
ator in response to the question I
asked. I again commend him for his un-
ceasing effort in behalf of this legisla-
tion, the Patients’ Bill of Rights.

Mr. KENNEDY. I thank the Senator.

—————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, on
behalf of the leadership, I ask unani-
mous consent that there be a period for
the transaction of morning business
until 12:30 with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

CLOTURE MOTION CORRECTION—S.
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Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, on
behalf of the leader, I ask unanimous
consent that the name of Senator
BURNS be added to the cloture motion
in place of the Senator from Wyoming,
Mr. ENzI, whose name was inadvert-
ently added to the motion in error.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NATIONAL CANCER AWARENESS

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise to address two matters that are of
importance to me. The first is the issue
of national cancer awareness.

Mr. President, for the next 3 days,
hundreds of thousands of cancer sur-
vivors, families, care givers, and
friends, whose lives have been affected
by cancer will join together in this city
for an event called ‘“The March: Com-
ing Together to Conquer Cancer.”

Yesterday, other Members of this
body and I had an opportunity to place
a large star on our respective States to
represent special persons in our lives
who have been touched by cancer.

I had the pleasure and honor on be-
half of my wife, Nancy, to place a star
on my State of Alaska for the late
Judge Lester Gore, my wife’s father.
He was a remarkable pioneer in our
State. In 1912, Judge Gore moved to Ju-
neau after graduating from law school
and established an impressive record as
a young deputy district attorney. He
was recognized in that effort in 1932 by
President Hoover’s appointment to
serve as a Federal judge for the Terri-
tory of Alaska, serving the first judi-
cial district in Nome.

In serving as a Federal judge in the
far reaches of western Alaska in the
aftermath of the gold rush, Judge Gore
traveled from village to village hearing
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various cases and judging on the mer-
its. He used every mode of transpor-
tation from dog team to the former
cutter Bear, bringing justice to rural
Alaska. He was instrumental in both
creating legal precedent and shaping
the legal history of our State. Later in
his career he worked as an attorney in
Ketchikan, and died in 1965 of cancer.
He had many accomplishments but
none more important to me than fa-
thering a daughter, Nancy, who later
was good enough to accept my proposal
of marriage.

In addition, I was pleased in my own
personal case to recognize my mother,
who died of cancer, leukemia, in Alas-
ka in 1956, having spent her entire ca-
reer in the area of education. She was
the longest standing sixth grade teach-
er in Ketchikan, Alaska.

To move on, for more than 20 years
now, my wife, Nancy, has worked with
Alaskan women to encourage the es-
tablishment of a breast cancer center
starting in Fairbanks, Alaska. She and
a group of women initiated the Breast
Cancer Detection Center for the pur-
pose of offering free mammograms to
women in the remote areas of Alaska,
regardless of their ability to pay. I am
proud to say that the center now serves
about 2,500 women a year and provided
screenings to more than 25,000 Alaska
women in 81 villages throughout the
State.

To help fund these efforts of the Fair-
banks center, each year my wife has
sponsored a fishing tournament to
raise money for the operation of the fa-
cility and to purchase units. Interest-
ingly enough, over the last 5 years they
have raised over $1 million in this ef-
fort. They now operate a permanent fa-
cility in Fairbanks, as well as a mobile
mammogram unit that travels the
highways of Alaska providing free
breast cancer examinations for the
women along the highway system. It
looks like a big armored car. More re-
cently, they have purchased a smaller
unit called Molly. Molly is designed to
go in aircraft to fly out to the villages
that are not connected by any road,
and by river barge down the rivers of
the interior.

So I commend those who are respon-
sible for this effort in my State, a
group of women who have taken it
upon themselves to do something about
this disease, this killer disease which
affects all of us. It is anticipated that
40 percent of us will get some form of
cancer during our lifetimes. We have
had a figure of about 1.5 million Ameri-
cans being diagnosed this year.

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to
join with me in taking part in the ac-
tivities here in Washington, D.C., with
The march, thereby demonstrating our
commitment to end cancer forever.

——
NORTH KOREA MISSILE TEST

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to address one more issue,

with the agreement of my colleagues. 1
see a number of them on the floor—
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